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Brian Plaster, vice president of operations for Signature Management, created a comfortable, luxurious family abode that not only incorporates green elements, but it 
was the first home to be certified LEED Platinum in Las Vegas as well as the first custom home to receive that distinction in the state.



from organic gardening to solar tubes,
one family makes going green a lifestyle

This is the time of year when we all focus on renewal and better living, with one 
of the most popular resolutions being to get in the habit of reducing, reusing and 
recycling. One Las Vegas family made it much more than a resolution -- for them 

living green every day is a lifestyle.
Putting his money where his mouth is Brian Plaster, vice president of operations 

for Signature Management, created a comfortable, luxurious family abode that not 
only incorporates green elements, but it was the first home to be certified LEED 
Platinum in Las Vegas as well as the first custom home to receive that distinction in 
the state.
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embracing eco in 2012 ::

“I intended this house to be energy 
efficient from the very first concept,” said 
Plaster. “In the beginning, LEED only had 
certification for commercial properties, not 
residential. I eventually took a course with 
the National Association of Home Builders 
to become a certified green professional, so 

it was really important for me to keep my 
personal residence green. The platinum 
certification was icing on the cake and a 
great accomplishment.”

Built in the city’s older, more established 
Palomino-Pinto neighborhood, the house, 
at its core, is all 21st century. It has five 

bedrooms, five bathrooms, office, living 
room, dining room, family room, kitchen 
and laundry room in just over 4,475 square 
feet. Loaded with charm and modern 
amenities, the house is all about livability, 
right down to its location.

“I grew up in this part of town,” said 
Plaster. “It’s the only place to live. In a town 
that’s as spread out as Las Vegas, you have 
to localize yourself. I can walk to work. 
My wife, Maggie, has a short 10-minute 
commute. We’re near downtown and the 
Strip. It’s all about the convenience factor. I 
wouldn’t live anywhere else.”

Convenience is clearly evident the minute 
you pass through the entry gate. There, in 
the courtyard near the front door, is the first 
indication this house is different. Reach out 
and touch it. Go ahead. You’re not seeing 
things. It’s a cantaloupe plant, with luscious, 
juicy melons nearly ready to pick.

“What better way to be green than to have 
your own organic garden,” said Plaster. “We 
had intended to plant a vegetable garden in 
the back yard, which we did, but the melons 
were a surprise. I compost a lot and there 
must have been some seeds in the compost 

Built in the city’s older, more established Palomino-Pinto neighborhood, the house, at its core, is all 21st century. It has 
five bedrooms, five bathrooms, office, living room, dining room, family room, kitchen and laundry room in just over 
4,475 square feet. Photo by Bob Greenspan Photography, www.bobgreenspan.com
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that sprouted. The melons are the sweetest 
I’ve ever had. 

“In the back, we have peppers, tomatoes 
and squash, along with some herbs like 
basil. I even planted fruit trees. It’s all food 
we eat and travels a very short distance 
to our table. It’s also very relaxing for me 

to spend time gardening on the weekends 
while the kids play.”

Once inside, you know this is a home 
built with lots of love and even more 
important to eco devotees, sunshine. Plaster 
installed several solar tubes throughout the 
house to bring in as much daylight as possible 

while leaving the heat outside. The foyer 
skylights operate remotely like a car’s moon 
roof, venting fresh air as well as sunshine on 
those cooler days.

The floor plan flows in circles so you 
can get nearly anywhere from any place. “I 
didn’t want to have walls blocking the flow, 

A peek at the children’s rooms. Photos by Bob Greenspan 
Photography, www.bobgreenspan.com
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especially since we have small children,” 
said Plaster. “It’s compact and you can hear 
everything. So, if a child calls for us, we can 
reach them quickly and easily.”

“It’s not just a pretty place, it’s a really 
livable house,” said Randall Crim, owner of 
JRC Designs in Los Angeles, who has worked 
with the Plaster family in interior design for 
years. “I love it because it’s not a big Las 
Vegas tract home in a gated community. 
The Plasters live in a very family-friendly 
neighborhood. 

“I was involved in this home from the 
ground up,” Crim continued. “When we 
did the build-out, we were very specific 
that everything be green. We selected from 
a wide variety of vendors that met green 
qualifications. Wonderfully, we found the 
majority of what we needed from vendors 
right in Las Vegas.”

The living room boasts a floor-to-ceiling 
limestone veneer around the fireplace, 
adding character and dimension to the wall. 
In the adjacent dining room, the table is a 
treasured piece from Plaster’s wife’s family. 

The dining room light fixture presented 
a bit of a challenge, and the remnants of a 
previous selection are now garden art in the 
side yard. “It was an endless cycle where it 
kept coming in wrong or damaged, but we 
eventually selected the one we have now 
and everyone loves it. It has a sort of space 
age feeling to it and complements the room 
nicely,” said Crim.

The kitchen opens to the family room 
and patio, making it a great entertainment 
space. It has a fabulously large stainless 
steel farmer’s sink, the envy of anyone who 
entertains. “This kitchen is not for show, it 
definitely gets used,” said Crim.

Just off the kitchen is Brain and Maggie’s 
office, which circles back around to the 
entrance via a guest room and bath. The office 
holds a collection of face jugs. “The belief is 
that slaves used them to store alcohol, but 
the face was so scary it kept the kids from 
drinking,” said Plaster.

Upstairs another guest room acts as the 
home gym. A small landing separates it from 
the family quarters, including bedrooms for 
the children and the master bedroom. The 
son’s room hides a secret in its bathroom -- a 
teeny, tiny toilet fit for a toddler. 

The daughter’s room, all girly and 
pink, is “the cutest room in the house,” 
enthused Plaster.

embracing eco in 2012 ::

The kitchen opens to the family room and patio, making it a great entertainment space. It 
has a fabulously large stainless steel farmer’s sink, the envy of anyone who entertains.

The dining room light fixture presented a bit of a challenge, and the remnants of a 
previous selection are now garden art in the side yard.

The living room boasts a floor-to-ceiling limestone veneer around the fireplace, adding 
character and dimension to the wall. In the adjacent dining room, the table is a treasured 
piece from Plaster’s wife’s family. 
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The master bathroom has an entire wall of glass mosaic tile, blue mahogany cabinets, 
and solar tubes to bring in the daylight. A large balcony off the bedroom provides a quiet 
retreat for the parents of two young children, as well as modest Strip views.

Plaster installed a tankless water heater, double pane windows, and solar panels to 
keep energy usage to a minimum. The solar panels are so artfully installed you don’t 
realize they’re on the roof on the west side of the house. You have to walk quite a 
distance down the street before you even see them. The house has a HERS (Home Energy 
Rating Scale) score of 33. The average U.S. code-built home is 100, Energy Star is 85. 
Plaster also installed a state-of-the-art security system.

The home was framed using 2x6 studs with blown cellulose insulation in the house 
and icenyene (closed cell insulation) in the garage. “The house holds heat very well in 
the winter, and is cooler in the summer,” said Plaster. “It’s also very well sealed. Before 
we insulated the house, we sealed every single opening we could find. It not only helps 
maintain a comfortable temperature, it keeps the bugs out.”

Plaster worked side by side with Crim who was instrumental in helping to locate items 
from vendors that would provide the green element they required. “I worked closely with 
the family to select everything from the white oiled oak floors to the granite, marble, 
lighting, tile, fixtures, moldings and insulation,” said Crim. “We also investigated the 
types of finishes on floors and doors to be eco-friendly. We did our paint selections from 
green paint companies as well. Some of the fabrics used are eco-friendly because they have 
recycled fibers.

“The whole market is in a constant growth pattern. Clients are converting lawns to 
artificial turf, and changing to low-flow toilets with a power boost. One new item that’s 
getting interest is a toilet with an electric motor for extra power flush, but that requires 
electricity for the toilet,” explained Crim.

With the eco way of life becoming increasing popular, Crim approaches “all my client 
houses from a green perspective. Some clients, like the Plasters, are very insistent upon it. 
A great deal more vendors have come to the surface with green products, so we now have a 
lot better vendor selection. Price points have come down. How much is incorporated into 
a house depends on what the owner wants. People generally want to know they’re doing 
something good for the environment.” q

eco-Paint Works Wonders 
to change a sPace

One quick and easy way to incorporate 
“green” into your home is through paint. 
Rizal Coleman, owner of Architectural 
Coatings + Design Center (www.acplusdc.com) 
of Van Nuys, California, offers insight into 
the market.
What’s the most popular eco paint color?
Most people who are in search of eco-paints 
settle for white or slightly off-white because 
they are concerned with the amount of 
colorant that is added to the paint to create 
the color. Darker colors use more of the often 
toxic colorants to achieve them. We solved that 
problem by offering ZeroVOC (volatile organic 
compound) colorants to our customers. Even 
the deepest colors will remain ZeroVOC after 
being tinted in our store.
Are there any color schemes or finishes 
that are hot right now?
Lately I’ve seen a lot of intense color used to 
really make a statement in a space. I’ve seen 
quite a few deep greens. Additionally, a lot 
of metallics are going out the door, like our 
pearlescent finish, Duchess Satin.  We use a 
very high quality Mica flake from Japan. It gives 
us the brightest quality of light reflectivity and 
sheen. We do a lot of the softer colors in the 
Duchess Satin. It gives elegance to an area 
without being tacky or contrived.
We recently re-introduced a paint called 
Interior Distemper Finish. Distemper paint is 
a very old traditional recipe that creates a soft 
mottled look to your walls.  It is a two-part 
process where you actually add a chalky paste 
to your paint and end up with subtle blushes 
of color with areas of lime ‘blooming’ to the 
surface. The Distemper Paint and Interno are 
usually done in our lighter more subtle colors 
and give a very natural soft, beautiful matte 
finish to indoor walls.
How can you tell you have good quality 
eco paint? 
Good quality paint, eco or not, should cover 
well, hiding base coats underneath. It should 
‘lay down’ after being brushed out.  Cheaper 
brands often become ‘ropey’ after being 
brushed.  They should not ‘sag’ after being 
rolled.  They should be quick drying and not 
remain ‘tacky’ after curing. They should also 
be odorless or have minimum odor while being 
applied and no odor once dry.

The master bathroom has an entire wall of glass mosaic tile, blue mahogany cabinets, and 
solar tubes to bring in the daylight. 


